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Rise Up Like Gideon
Rise Up Like Gideon

I love the story of Gideon in Judges 6-7.  The Israelites are being oppressed
by the Midianites so they cry out to God for help. God calls Gideon to deliver
Israel, but Gideon is doubtful of his own ability and authority, saying:  “But
Lord, how can I save Israel?  My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am
the least in my family.”  God reminds Gideon that it is not by his human
strength he will prevail, but by the strength of God working through him.
Gideon gathers an army of 32,000 men, but God says “too many” and thins
his ranks down over 90%. With only 300 men, Gideon goes forth boldly in the
Lord’s name and defeats the entire Midianite army.

As a pastor here at GVBC, I see a lot of Gideons in our congregation. God
calls us to do hard things in his name — to serve the needy, to share the
gospel, to transform our family relationships, to impact our community and
world — but there are plenty of reasons to hesitate:  “I’m too young.”  “I’m too
old.”  “I’m more of a follower, not a good leader.”  “I’m not brave enough to
take on that much responsibility.”  “I’m too busy.”  “Someone else would do it
better.”  Like Gideon, we are tempted to make excuses and to pass the
ministry buck to someone else.

But there are people here at GVBC who are hearing God’s call to step out of
their comfort zone. They are reminded that it is not by their own strength they
will prevail, but by the strength of God working through them. They are saying
“yes” to be a Sunday School teacher, a youth leader, a VBS helper, a
member of the Pastoral Search Committee, a marriage mentor, a community
group leader, a messenger of the gospel to their friends and family. There are
Gideons at GVBC who are taking intentional steps to go forth boldly in the
Lord’s name, to make a difference in the lives of others, to shine God’s light
in the dark corners of our world.

GVBC is currently going through a major transition as we search for a new
senior pastor. More than ever, we need the Gideons of our congregation to
rise up. We need Gideons to faithfully pray, serve, and witness. God is still in
control, and he is calling us to follow His leadership and never waver even in
times of uncertainty.

How about you?  Is God calling you out of your comfort zone?  Is God calling
you to witness to your friends and family, to take on a new role in church
ministry, to reach out to your neighbors, to give sacrificially to those in need?
Are you ready to obey, or are you making excuses?  If God can use Gideon,
then he can use ordinary people like you and me. In the months to come,
instead of saying, “I have no strength,” say “I can do everything through him
who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13).  It’s time to rise up like Gideon!
May God use our entire church to impact our family, our church, our
community, and our world for his glory!

His servant,
Daniel Matsuda

Associate Pastor, Marriage & Family



2

17TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

17th Annual GVBC Golf Tournament
Friday, August 12, 12 PM at the Rio Hondo Golf Club
This year, proceeds will benefit our Seminarian Scholarships, providing
funds for tuition and books for our seminary students, and GVBC’s Friday
Food Ministry, which provides meals for the disadvantaged.

Don’t golf? These are other ways you can participate:

 Be a tee sponsor

 Donate $100 in memory or honor of someone, or provide your
business card. A sign will be made for you at one of the tees on the
golf course.

 Provide raffle prizes

 We welcome gift cards, gift baskets, sport event tickets, or any item
we could give out as prizes.

 Provide tee bag gifts

 Each golfer gets a tee bag filled with goodies. We welcome items of
130, like candy, pens, or any small items.

Registration forms and Tee Sponsor forms are available in the Narthex.
Thank you for your donations, as well as helping to make GVBC’s golf
tournament one of the best around!  If you have questions, please email the
tournament director, Keith Kimura, kkimura.gvbcgolf@gmail.com

Seminarian Intern Michelle Law

Seminarian Intern Diane Ujiiye

Tee Sign
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KEI NISHIKAWA

Hello Church,  My name is Kei Nishikawa and I’m 25 years old. I work fulltime in the
apparel industry. Growing up my family was your typical non-Christian family where we
didn’t care about religion, but we knew you had to be nice to people, treat others with
respect and to be generous. Things started to change when I was 7 and my father was
diagnosed with cancer and passed away 6 months after that. I always wondered why bad
things happened to good people and what the point of life was if we were going to just die
and that was it. What I didn’t know at the time was, God had an amazing plan for me.

Growing up, in every stage of my life I always had one Christian best friend:  Aaron in
elementary who shared Sunday school stories with me; Kyle during junior high who invited
me to church; and Ryo during high school who never gave up on me and constantly
invited me out to GVBC. God really knew what He was doing. It was during my first ever
summer camp I went to with Journey of Faith in Manhattan Beach where one of my
questions received an answer. One specific seminar/message was about why bad things
happen to good people and that’s where I first really experienced and learned about God’s
love and how in the midst of the storms God holds tightly onto us and comforts us and
draws us closer to Him. I was crying and Kyle came up to me with a youth leader and
prayed for me. I “accepted” Christ that day and I began meeting with the youth leader
before our youth groups and learned more about God and who He was. But Kyle moved
away and I had no means of getting to church.

Flash forward to my junior year of high school. My friend wanted to start a band and
needed a bassist so I joined the band and that was where I met Ryo. We used to have
practices Friday after school. One day he invited me to youth group after practice and at
first I was hesitant because I’ve been away from God. After being asked consistently, I
decided to go and began my journey back into faith. After I started going constantly, I
joined a small group with Dean. I started going to Brad’s Bible study and I fell in love with
God, His word and the wonderful family. That was when He taught me the answer for my
second question which was: The purpose of living is to love your God with all your heart,
mind, soul, and strength and to love your neighbor as yourself. Only through this you can
shine God’s love and light to the world and bring people to see and know the loving and all
powerful God. Now currently I serve in the junior high ministry; I’m part of the Hula Ohana
here; and I’ve been blessed to use my talents and lead you guys in the worship team once
in a while for both services. I wouldn’t be where I am today if it wasn’t for the constant love
received from the body and family of Christ and His Great love for me. Thank you.

Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all
your heart, lean not on your
own understanding; in all
your ways submit to him,
and he will make your
paths straight.

LAUREN KURIKI

Good morning!  My name is Lauren Kuriki and I’m going to be graduating from North
High in a couple of days. When I first came to GVBC four years ago, I was invited out to
Friday Night Youth Group by some school friends. I knew a little bit about God, what He
did, who He was, but I never had a real, genuine relationship with Him before then.

After my freshman year, at summer camp I first accepted Christ. However, I had no idea
what it really meant to accept Him as my Lord and Savior. To me, it was easier
accepting Him as somone who had saved me from my sins and offered me eternal life,
rather than taking up my cross daily and living as a light to my peers and others around
me.

Then my senior summer camp came around and God really challenged my faith. And it
wasn’t until camp when I truly understood what it meant to follow Christ as my Lord and
Savior.  The realization of how many times I had pushed God away and how many times
He pulled me back caused me to have this desire to build a deeper relationship with Him
and to really understand how much he really cares about me. Since camp, I’ve grown to
be bolder in my faith and to also encourage and be encouraged by my brothers and
sisters in Christ.

Philippians 1:27 is a verse that’s been very special to me.

Philippians 1:27a
Whatever happens, conduct
yourselves in a manner
worthy of the gospel of Jesus
Christ . . . .

BAPTISM SUNDAY TESTIMONIES, JUNE 19
I BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER, BUT HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT. — MARK 1:8
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

KEN & DIANE KUDO, SEPAL SAO PAULO, BRAZIL

Ken posed this question. “What does Diane do in Brazil?”  For a recent Christian
wedding, Diane undertook all the following:

1) Conducted a wedding rehearsal with her team of coordinators which took a minimum
of two hours to prepare.

2) Spent an evening, along with Ken, to get the couple ready for marriage (the couple
had already completed Diane’s premarital course which she honed over the last 20
years).

3) Led a two-hour rehearsal on the day of the wedding (the unconventional procession
included the bride’s grandmother as the ring bearer).

4) Tag-teamed an elder, Carlo — a friend of the groom, to do outreach to the guests
which included his medical colleagues and students.

5) Spoke to unsaved singles about the non-typical Christian ceremony (the Kudos are
hoping these singles’ curiosity will lead to evangelistic Bible studies, resulting in more
conversions).

Ken wrote, “I praise the Lord for Diane being a virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 with
vitality that overflows to others. This trait has been a blessing throughout the years and
continues to be a source of encouragement and strength.”

FINANCIAL REPORT

$90,000
$100,000
$110,000
$120,000
$130,000
$140,000
$150,000

General Fund - April

Income
received
Expenses

$400,000

$420,000

$440,000

$460,000

$480,000

$500,000

General Fund - Jan-Apr

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

$400,000
$450,000
$500,000
$550,000
$600,000
$650,000
$700,000
$750,000
$800,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru April 2016

Straightline
Goal
Received

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO

Brian & Joyce Gohata Jan Gohata
Jean Nojima Evelyn Uyeda
Brian & Joyce Gohata Tomio Gohata
Jean Nojima Lyman Nojima

(Father’s Day!)

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Our deepest sympathies are with Jeff & Diane Wang and family on the passing of Diane's father,
Don Misumi. A celebration of his life was held on Saturday, June 18 at Pickwick Gardens in
Burbank.

GVBC’s Nichigo interim pastor, Rev. Roy Yamamoto, passed away. His funeral will be held
Friday, June 17 at the Union Church.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Your expression of sympathy will always be remembered. We appreciate the lovely wreath.
Sincerely, The Glen Waki & Sam Tomasada Families on behalf of Mitsy Matsumoto

Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for the beautiful orchid arrangement sent in sympathy
in honor of my dad, Alvert Johnson. We will miss him so much, but know he is home now and
we will see him again.
Love, Sheryl Yoshida & Family

IN THE NEWS
Paul Matsushima was spotted in a picture in The Rafu Shimpo, Tuesday, June 7, 2016.
Paul works for Kizuna, an organization that was founded with the intent of educating,
empowering and engaging a future generation of Japanese Americans. In the picture, Craig
Ishii, Director of Kizuna, received the Community Leadership award.

Diane Ujiiye, our support-based pastoral intern, wrote an article titled “Sun
Seeps: The Art of Teaching” about GVBCer Scott Kushigemachi which was
published in the December 2015 Inheritance Magazine.
If you would like to read the article in its entirety, go to: www.inheritancemag.com
and click on “Issues” on the side button at the top right. You will find the article in
Issue #38: The Next Step.

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER
HOT DOG SOCIAL

Join us in the Community Hall after both services on:

Sunday, July 3

We will fellowship over grilled hot dogs, shaved ice and other summertime goodies.
Friends and family are invited to beat the heat, kick off the summer and get to know fellow
GVBCers.

Both English worship services and Nichigo (Japanese language) will worship in the
Sanctuary (the 10:45 AM service will be bilingual).
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FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING

Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a
prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing
missions work. Please join us for prayer; open to all.
Information on our missionaries and mission projects will
be provided. For questions please contact Linda Hayashi
through the church office.

DISCOVERING JESUS

Sundays at 10:45 a.m. in Room 214. Come and meet
Jesus in a way you’ve never met him before. In this study
series, you will experience Jesus up-close and personal
through the re-imagined stories of people from the Bible.
Sign up by filling out and returning the tear-off on the flyer
in the Narthex. Return it to the Guest Center in the
Courtyard or the church office. For more information,
contact Cyril Nishimoto at cynish@aol.com.

MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING

MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs
in the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered
healing ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who
are challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or
addictions. For more information contact Pastoral Intern
Diane Ujiiye at the church office or email Diane at:
mahalo@gvbc.net.

MOMMY MEET UP

Tuesdays at 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. at GVBC. The group’s aim
is to provide mothers with a spiritually uplifting time of
fellowship, study and sharing, led by Monica Matsushima.
Contact Tammy Hernandez at tammy@gvbc.net or call her
at the office.

GARDENA JCI CARNIVAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Sunday, June 26, 4:00-6:00 p.m. or 6:00-8:00 p.m.
GVBC’s Neighborhood Committee is asking for volunteer
sign-ups for one of two shifts. Please see flyer on the
Narthex counter. Forms can be put in the Registration Box
on the counter or contact the office. Thank you!

DOG DAYS OF SUMMER
3RD OF JULY HOT DOG SOCIAL
Join us in the Community Hall after both services on
Sunday, July 3 as we fellowship over grilled hot dogs,
shaved ice and other summertime goodies. Please note on
your Connection Form if you can help out (set-up, clean-
up, grill, assemble and wrap hot dogs, shave ice, etc.).

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, July 4 Independence Day Federal Holiday

WORK DAY

Saturday, July 9, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up coffee
and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor
repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning. Come
when you can, leave when you must.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)

CAVE QUEST—Following Jesus the Light of the World
Monday, July 11 to Friday July 15. Registration for finished
Preschool to finished 5th grade is in progress. Space is still
available, but closing fast! Contact the office.

SUMMER YOUTH CAMP

Sunday, July 31 to Friday, August 5, Oak Glen Christian
Conference Center. Registration fee is $265 per person
which includes a camp picture & t-shirt. DEADLINE: No
registrations accepted after Sunday, July 17. For more
information or forms, contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 682 or
layne@gvbc.net or any youth leader.

17TH ANNUAL 2016 GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT

Friday, August 12, Rio Hondo Golf Club in Downey,
12:00 p.m. Shotgun start. Proceeds will benefit GVBC’s
seminarians and Friday Food Ministry — providing meals
for disadvantaged and homeless. Currently taking
registration. Early Bird Deadline: $150 must be paid by
Sunday, July 10. Volunteers and Tee Sponsors needed.
Sign up flyers on the Narthex counter.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Monday, August 15, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m., Community Hall.
Please save the date for the Summer Ice Cream Social
Evangelism Ministry’s outreach for all ages. Invite your
friends or unchurched friends you have been praying for to
a summer fun ice cream social where we will welcome
them to GVBC, share God's love, and get to know them.
There will be music entertainment, games for the kids, hobby
exhibits and ice cream for all. Helpers are especially needed.
The music program has been set, but here are few
opportunities: set up, serving ice cream, popping popcorn,
helping with games and crafts for kids, sharing a hobby at an
exhibit area, friendship relations. Contact Cindy Matsuda at
cindy@gvbc.net or through the office if you can help.

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, September 5. Labor Day Holiday

PERSPECTIVES

Mondays starting September 12 through January 16, 2017,
6:30 — 9:30 p.m., Rooms 218/220.

MEN’S RETREAT — SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, September 24 to Sunday, September 25, Victory
Ranch in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age and up.
This is a great time of fellowship, sharing, support and
teaching plus lots of fun during your free time.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Monday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up will be
Sunday, October 30 after the worship service. More info to
follow.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS

Sunday, November 6. Fall BACK one hour.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, July 6 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, July 3.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 CATALINA ISLAND ADVENTURE:  Wednesday, October 19, $154 per person (includes ferry boat fee, motorcoach

transportation and gratuity for the driver), [make checks out to GVBC with Catalina on memo line]. Departs 7:00 a.m.
from GVBC, returns approx. 6:00 p.m. Roundtrip ferry service aboard the Catalina Express. [NOTE: DEADLINE
date changed: final payment due Sunday, September 4. Take a guided scenic tour of Avalon as a guide shares
interesting Catalina Island history and folklore from the comfort of an open-air tram. Free time to explore the
waterfront lined with shops and restaurants. Lunch on your own [make checks payable to GVBC, Catalina in subject
line).

 COLORADO RAILS TOUR
September 6-14, $2,965 per person, includes: Flight to and from Denver, hotels in Colorado Springs, Alamosa,
Durango, tours, all transfers, bus tours and gratuities for the driver and tour director. DEADLINE: Final payment is
due on Friday, July 1.

 THE MISSION INN HOLIDAY LIGHT FESTIVAL: Thursday, December 8, $118 per person (includes gratuity for the driver).
DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, November 13. Tour departs at 12:30 p.m. from GVBC and returns
approximately 9:30 p.m. Experience a memorable afternoon and evening enjoying the holiday traditions of historic
Riverside. Guided tour of the world famous Mission Inn — a National Heritage Landmark — bedecked in holiday
splendor. You’ll have time to explore on your own and do some holiday shopping. Later, your have a holiday dinner
at The Old Spaghetti Factory. After dinner when night falls, you’ll return to the Mission Inn to experience the light
show of over three million lights and more than 350 animated figures.

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

Volunteer
for VBS

Monday, July 11 to Friday, July 15
Vacation Bible School is a wonderful opportunity for everyone in the
GVBC body to minister to the young children in our neighborhood and
in our church. Would you consider just one of the many ways you can
help us bring Jesus to the lives of these young ones?

Fill out and return the volunteer form and application as soon as you
can and we will contact you with a confirmation.

If you would like to volunteer, please fill out a form even if you have
already committed to help. We need a form on file from every
volunteer.

Volunteer DEADLINE is Sunday, June 26 due to a new policy of
performing background checks.

Forms available in the Narthex. Place the completed form in the VBS
Box or the offering bag on Sunday morning or return to the church
office.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
WESLEY SHIOZAKI Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

Volunteers Needed
for VBS

Monday, July 11
to

Friday, July 15

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Overcoming Evil
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, JULY 3/COMMUNION
Both services in the Sanctuary
Church in America
Pastor Steve Langley

New Series: Mercy Overflowing

SUNDAY, JULY 10
The Loving Kindness of God
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, JULY 17
The Loving Kindness of God
Pastor Steve Langley


